
Main PrograM:  

SMoke Control and other ChallengeS in deSigning and Building 
a high riSe offiCe Building with oPeraBle windowS in California

Speakers: 
arMin wolSki, associate Principal, fire Protection engineer/arup

Armin Wolski has more than 20 years’ experience in the field 
of building fire safety, the last 10 years being at Arup in San 
Francisco.   He is a registered professional fire protection 
engineer in the States of California and Nevada.   He is on 
the City of San Francisco Board of Examiners, served twice 
at the State Building Standards Technical Subcommittee on 
Building, Fire and Other Hazards, and was recently appointed 
to the International Code Council Committee on Egress.  He 
is on the Society of Fire Protection Engineers Committee on 
Tall Buildings Design Guide, and the NFPA Fire Risk Assess-
ment Methods Committee.   He has a Bachelor’s of Science 
Degree in Civil Engineering from U.C. Berkeley and a Master’s 

of Science Degree in Fire Protection Engineering from Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 
Besides smoke control and performance based building fire safety, Armin’s experience 
and passion lie in the area of improving our codes and standards.

PhilliP williaMS,  
Vice President webcor Builders/webcor Consulting group
Phil Williams is a Professional Mechanical Engineer, serves is the chair of the San 
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Francisco Mayor’s Task Force on 
Green Buildings who author’s 
the nation’s most progressive 
and far reaching Green Building 
ordinance for private buildings. In 
addition he serves as the Industry 
Chair for the University of Califor-
nia Berkeley’s Center for the Built 
Environment (CBE), has been a 
member of ASHRAE since 1980, 
is the co-chair of the Strategic 
Development Council BIM sub-

committee under the ACI foundation and is a member of 
the California AIA IPD working group. Under his guidance 
Webcor was the only design-construction firm to “Road Test” 
the World Resource Institute (WRI) carbon accounting/green-
house-gas (GHG) scope 3 protocol are were subsequently 
released for commercial use in October 2011. 

PReSenTATIon SuMMARy:

High rise buildings in California are required to be provided 
with a life safety smoke control system.  Such systems are 
intended to enhance floor to floor fire separations by helping 
counter the possibility of excessive smoke flow to remote 
parts of a structure under fire conditions.  Typically the au-
thorities require active mechanical systems to achieve this 
goal.  However, when operable windows are introduced in 
the façade design, active smoke control systems, using air 
moving equipment to exhaust or supply air to counter smoke 
movement, is challenged.  Also, wind effects can play a sig-
nificant role.  The new high rise San Francisco Public Utilities 
Headquarters in San Francisco, currently under construc-
tion includes operable windows in its façade.   As the City 
of San Francisco required an active smoke control system 
for the structure, the design team was faced with a number 
of challenges. These challenges were faced by a cohesive 
team of fire protection engineers, mechanical engineers and 
architects, and contractors.  This presentation discusses the 
smoke control system design process, mechanical system 
installation challenges, and final solutions.

2012 evenT CALendAR:

´thurSdaY, januarY 12  11:30aM – 1:30 PM
LOCATION: Sinbad, Pier 2, San  Francisco
TOPIC: Smoke Control and Other Challenges in  
Designing and Building a High Rise Office Building 
with Operable Windows in California
SPEAKERS: 
ARMIN WOLSKI, Associate Principal,  
Fire Protection Engineer/Arup 
PHILLIP WILLIAMS, Vice President Webcor Builders/
Webcor Consulting Group

´thurSdaY, feBruarY 9 5:30 PM - 9:00 PM
LOCATION: Scott’s Seafood at   
Jack London Square, Oakland
TOPIC: TBD
SPEAKER: TBD

 ´thurSdaY, MarCh 8  5:30 PM – 9:00 PM  
(joint Meeting with redwood SeCtion)

LOCATION: Four Points Sheraton, San Rafael 
TOPIC: TBD
SPEAKER: TBD

 ´thurSdaY, aPril 12
LOCATION: Scott’s Seafood  at   
Jack London Square, Oakland
TOPIC: TBD
SPEAKER: TBD

´aPril teCh tour  (date:  tBd ??)
TOPIC: Building Tour

´thurSdaY, MaY 10 5:30 PM - 9:00 PM
LOCATION: PG&E Pacific Energy Center, San Francisco
TOPIC: Product Show
SPEAKER: TBD

´thurSdaY, june  14 5:30 PM - 9:00 PM
LOCATION: Scott’s Seafood, Oakland
TOPIC: TBD 
SPEAKER: TBD

TBD = To Be Determined. Visit www.ggashrae.org/calendr.htm 
for updates, presentation summaries, speaker biographies and 
to register for the meetings.
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Dear Golden Gate ASHRAE Members and Friends,

Happy New Year everyone! I hope your holidays were safe and truly memorable.   
Last month I wrote about innovation and how we can all use ingenuity daily.  I 
got to put my creativity to test both personally and professionally while out of 
town for my company’s annual summit.  Using available resources and taking time 
to properly prepare, my team excelled to victory in a competitive game.  These 
behaviors also helped me leave my family and ASHRAE colleagues to be out of 
town for a week. Many thanks to Krystal and Orion from the San Jose chapter for 
organizing the terrific program and to Tom for filling in for me.  It takes a team!

Did you or will you make any New Year’s resolutions? I am typically not a huge 
fan, but think it is a great time to reflect on my priorities.  As you know ASHRAE is 
important to me for many reasons and it has been a privilege to spend volunteer 
time in this capacity.   In case you are short on resolutions, why not take my lead to volunteer some of your time? 
Here are just a few reasons to volunteer:

• Learn or develop a new skill
• Be a part of your community
• Motivation and a sense of achievement
• Boost your career options
• Meeting a diverse range of people
• Have Fun!

Why not volunteer by increasing your participation in the Chapter? Most of our committees could use some help. 
Contact any of our Board members to discuss your interests and the opportunities. Maybe you are not ready to take 
on any new tasks, so here are some thoughts for things that do not take any time – invite a colleague, customer, 
or friend to a chapter meeting, and donate to ASHRAE Resource Promotion.

While I am clearly biased in support of ASHRAE volunteerism these days, there are countless opportunities to get 
involved.  Show people what you are passionate about and maybe you will inspire them too!

Our Golden Gate Chapter always has great attendance at the annual January LUNCH meeting.  I hope to see you 
at Sinbad’s, Pier 2 in San Francisco for an excellent presentation from Armin Wolski and Phillip Williams on Smoke 
Control and Other Challenges in Designing and Building a High Rise Office Building with Operable Windows in California.  

Here’s to a happy, healthy, and prosperous 2012!

Respectfully Yours, 

Kristin DeMartini, Golden Gate ASHRAE President

 President’s Message, JanUarY 2012
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Chapter teChnology transfer Committee (CttC)
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David Blindheim, ASHRAE Golden Gate CTT Committee Chair

2012 Technology Awards
Last year, these projects won First Place in the national 2011 ASHRAE Technology Awards program:

• Rehabilitation of Pierre-Boucher Hospital – Gilles Desmarais – Healthcare Facilities 

• Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation – Yury Lui and Charles Eggert – Public Assembly

• The David Brower Center – Peter H. Rumsey – Commercial Buildings

• Jerry Yang and Akiko Yamazaki Environment and Energy Building – Amit Khanna – Institutional Buildings

If you’d like to see your projects on the list for 2012, NOW is the 
time to submit! Entries must be submitted by February 28th 2011.

IMPORTANT! Eligible projects must be occupied for one year prior 
to the national due date (September 2012), and one year of energy 
consumption data should be included.  Your project must have been 
occupied by September 2011.

There are three stages of competition and awards: Chapter, Region 
and Society.  The first step in this process is to submit your project 
to the Chapter level competition.    

First place winners from the Chapter competition move onto the 
Regional competition.  The Regional first place winners are eligible 
to move onto the national Society competition. 

There are multiple Categories of buildings are eligible for applica-
tion, both new and existing: Commercial, Institutional, Educational, 
Institutional, Health Care, Industrial, Public Assembly, and Residential.

Please see our CTTC website or the following links for more info.  

Program Information:  
http://www.ashrae.org/publications/detail/14703 

Overview and Hints:  
http://www.ashrae.org/publications/detail/14704 

Application Form:  
http://xp20.ashrae.org/STANDCOM/ShortForm.pdf 

Free ASHRAe Webcast April 19, 2012 
Mark your calendars! “Dedicated Outdoor Air Systems” webcast reg-
istration begins later this year. http://www.ashrae.org/education/
page/557.  

Join the CTTC Committee 
If you like to assist the chapter and get involved with ASHRAE, the 
Chapter Technology Transfer Committee is one of the best places 
and we could use your help. Talk to a board member or contact 
David Blindheim at dblindheim@integralgroup.com.

Ross Farris & Christine Lee
After taking a break in December from the 
marble draw we are back and ready to go 
in 2012!

The January lunch meeting is always a big 
meeting for the marble draw so be sure you 
can make it! Because the very lucky Hans 
Kaufmann won the big prize at our last 
marble draw, the chances of winning are 
reset to 1 in 8. Grand prize will still be $500.

As always, we are in need of sponsors for 
each meeting. If your company donates 
prizes, your company’s logo will display on 
a slideshow during the non-speaker portions 
of the meeting.

Please contact Ross Farris or Christine 
Lee for more details:
RFarris@glumac.com - 415.398.7667.
Christine.Lee@arup.com – 
415.957.9445 

MARBLE DRAW



   golden gate aShrae fog diSPenSer januarY 20125

Pictured from left to right: 
Christine Lee (Arup);  
Alexandra Gibson (Arup);  
Lisa Dakis (Chevron)

The Young Engineers of ASHRAE (YEA) is committed to encourage participation from our Golden Gate members 
35 years old and below. Please contact Michelle Dionello (michelle.dionello@arup.com) with any comments or if 
you are interested in becoming more active in our group. YEA hosts social events, technical tours, and helps with 
outreach to young students in the Bay Area. 

For more information on Golden Gate YEA check out: www.ggyea.org 

UPComing EvEnts: 

Acoustics 101 
Arup, San Francisco, CA        February 2, 2012-6:00-8:00pm
Please join Arup acoustical consultants for an intro to acoustical engineering and a tour of Arup’s sound lab. The 
sound lab allows architects, engineers, and musicians hear how different spaces perform acoustically and how 
architectural form shapes sound quality. It is used to optimize the design of everything from train stations, sports 
stadia and airport terminals to concert halls, museums, and office buildings.  Don’t miss this great event!

Please RSVP here: http://acoustics101.eventbrite.com/ 

yeA Speed networking
March 22, 2012-6:00-8:00pm
This event is open to ALL Golden Gate Chapter members. 

What is this? 1 hour of speed networking and 1 hour of socializing to meet back up with the people you left in 
mid-sentence or meet new faces!

Why participate? Because you want to get know your chapter members better. YEA members will be able to meet 
Distinguished Members of ASHRAE (DMA) and be more involved in the chapter. 

What’s the point? From this event, we would like to start to make connections for YEA members to have a mentor 
within the chapter. 

What we need? Sponsors. If you would like to help this event, please contact Michelle Dionello.  

Past event – yeA Pe Study Session
November 29th, 2011-6:00-7:00pm- Arup, San Francisco, CA 
A group of YEA members joined past successful PE-takers, to learn about their stories on studying, the application 
process, and exam day tips. There was milk, cookies, and YEA swag sent to us by Society! Thank you to our three PE 
presenters pictured below and congratulations to Alexandra Gibson for passing the October PE!!
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 Chapter researCh Committee

The following individuals and companies have generously supported ASHRAE  
Research and the Golden Gate Chapter for the 2011-12 Campaign.

Thank you for supporting the research of tomorrow, TODAY!

organizationS
$250 to $999
R.F. McDonald Co.
Conservation Mechanical

indiVidualS
$1000 & over
Glenn Friedman

$250 to $999
Richard Charles
Mark Hydeman

Donations are tax deductible, by check, credit card or online at  www.ashrae.org. 

For more information, please contact Jon Shipley 415-264-5509,  
jshipley@victaulic.com

We are currently at $4,403.

MeMBerShiP adVanCeMent 
If you are an Associate Member, becoming a full member may be easier than you think.  
The following count toward the 12 points necessary to advance to full Member: 

non-accredited degree = 4 points  
Accredited degree = 6 points  
P.e. = 3 points  
every year working in industry = 1 point 

Erica stewart
We will host another Membership Promotion event at our February meeting: If you bring a non-ASHRAE member to our 
dinner meeting at Scott’s on February 9, you will both get dinner for $20 each. You must sign up with advance registration 
on line and note your non-ASHRAE member’s name at the time you register. Advance registration closes February 1, 2012.  
 
As a reminder, to be a member of the Golden Gate Chapter, you must first be a member at Society level (www.
ashrae.org/membership/page/589). If you are currently are a Society member and wish to join the Chapter, you 
must complete an application and send a check made payable to Golden Gate ASHRAE to our treasurer (P.O. 
Box 191544, San Francisco, CA, 94119). Chapter dues are $50 for Associates and Members, $20 for students. And 
remember, dinner is free for full time students, all year long! Contact erica.stewart@kp.org for an application.  

  membership promotion
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ASSOCIATES 
Mr. Jarrett W. Capstick  
Mr. Scott Rudy Lucidi  
Ms. Katie MacKenzie  
Mr. Lorenzo Reyes, Jr.  
Mr. James B. Woods  

MEMBERS: 
Ms. Shelley Carry  
Mr. Raymond Joseph Keane 

indiVidualS
up to $249
Edgar De Guzman
Kristin DeMartini
Gary Harbison
Scott Wayland
Erik Kolderup
Thomas Weaver
Isabelle Lavedrine
Annie Foster Courtney
Kyle Blocker
Dennis Thompson
Tyler Bradshaw
Kevin Dowling

Matthew Williamson
Matt Russell
Michelle Dionello
Gail Brownell
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Job opening at WSP Flack + Kurtz Mechanical / HvAC engineer
WSPFK seeking engineer w/Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical/HVAC Engineering, 4-10+ years experience, experience of the 
design of HVAC systems, automatic temperature controls for broad range of commercial systems, strong working knowledge of 
building, energy codes, excellent verbal/written communication skills, with an emphasis on the ability to organize and present 
design information to clients, special consideration will be given to those candidates who have successfully demonstrated 
innovative design experience, LEED AP is preferred, P.E. License is required for Senior Position (a plus for Junior position)

WSP Flack + Kurtz offers a competitive salary, paid overtime for our Engineers, a comprehensive benefits package.

Please submit your resume and cover letter as one document in either PDF or Word format to Osa Willis (osa.willis@wspfk.com).

This winter, the uC Berkeley extension Service is offering a practical course 
on HvAC ductwork and piping systems taught by Steve Taylor, Pe, FASHRAe.

HVAC Ductwork and Piping Systems (X470, EDP 326413) presents the engineering fundamentals and practical 
considerations for the design of components and layout of HVAC systems and equipment. It is a practical course 
that outlines the design process for all major HVAC components commonly in use. Lectures cover the selection 
and specification of components such as fans, coils, filters, pumps, chillers, cooling towers, boilers, water heaters, 
terminal devices, and air outlets. The design of air and water distribution systems is outlined with consideration for 
first cost, energy costs, and other practical matters such as space and maintenance. Energy conservation measures 
are highlighted throughout the course and presented with consideration for energy codes, utility rebate programs, 
and economic evaluation. The emphasis is on commercial applications in the greater Bay Area. 

This course starts on Wednesday January 4th and runs for 10 weeks (6:30pm-9:30pm each night).  This is the sixteenth 
year that we have taught this popular course. 

This course is only taught once a year.  HVAC Ductwork and Piping Systems (X470) is one of the four core courses 
for the HVAC/R Certificate program co-sponsored by UC Berkeley Extension Service and the Golden Gate Chapter 
of ASHRAE.  This course will be offered at the UC Berkeley Extension Service Downtown Center at 425 Market St. 
in San Francisco.  This classroom is conveniently located between the Embarcadero and Montgomery Street BART 
and MUNI stations.  Enrollment for this course costs $695.
 

Registration information for the course is located at the UC Berkeley Extension Service website at: 
HVAC Ductwork and Piping Systems (X470, EDP 326413) http://www.unex.berkeley.edu/cat/course521.html 

 

Information on the HVAC/R Certificate Program is located at: http://www.unex.berkeley.edu/cert/hvac.html

 

More information on these courses is available off our website at: http://www.taylor-engineering.com/teaching/classes.shtml.

 

Please contact Steve Taylor (staylor@taylor-engineering.com) if you have any questions.

 

SHARE THE GLORY -
This HVAC/R program needs a few good teachers.  If you are interested in teaching courses in this series please contact Jennie 
Black Deer of the UC Berkeley Extension Service ( jlb@unx.berkeley.edu, (510) 643-1488) or contact Steve for more details.

 

employmeNt opportuNity

announcements
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december meeTING recAP
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CHAPTER TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 
David Blindheim 
(510) 663-2070 ext. 226 
dblindheim@integralgroup.com 

MEMBERSHIP PROMOTION
Erica Stewart
(510) 847-4071
Erica.Stewart@kp.org

RESEARCH PROMOTION 
Jon Shipley  
(415) 264-5509 
JShipley@victaulic.com  

STUDENT ACTIVITIES CHAIR
John Williams
(415) 290-6791
John-G.Williams@arup.com

HISTORIAN
Tom Gilbertson
(925) 376-4516
tomagilbertson@msn.com

YEA (Young Engineers in ASHRAE)
Michelle Dionello
(415) 946-1681
michelle.dionello@arup.com

FOUNDATION BOARD
Glenn Friedman
(510) 263-1542
gfriedman@taylor-engineering.com

CRC 2012 HOST COMMITTEE
Scott Wayland 
(510) 508-2244  
sewayland@comcast.net

PUBLICITY
Billy Martin
(510) 741-9100
william@conservationmechsys.com

REDWOOD EMPIRE
Tim Twomey 
(707) 245-4724
 tt3853@att.com  

PRODUCT SHOW 
Hans Kaufmann 
(510) 266-7885  
hkaufmann@calhydro.com

GOLF
Tim Goeppner
(510) 293-1993  
tgoeppner@calhydro.com

TENNIS 
James Gronek
 (415) 402-5824   
James.Gronek@wspfk.com 

MARBLES GAME 
Ross Farris
 (415) 398-7667  
rfarris@glumac.com

WEBSITE
Robert Marcial
(415) 972-5177
rmarcial@pacbell.net

SEMINAR CHAIR 
Clark Bisel  
(415) 398-3833 
clark.bisel@wspfk.com  

PRESIDENT
Kristin DeMartini
EnerNOC
500 Howard Street, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 531-5787
kdemartini@enernoc.com  

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Thomas S. Weaver, P.E.
Conservation Mechanical Systems
2440 Stanwell Drive, Suite M
Concord, CA 94520
(510) 741-9100
tom@conservationmechsys.com

SECRETARY
Isabelle Lavedrine
Arup 
560 Mission Street
Suite 700, San Francisco,
CA 94105
(415) 946-0224
isabelle.lavedrine@arup.com

TREASURER 
Annie Foster Courtney, P.E.
WSP Flack + Kurtz
405 Howard Street, Suite 500
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 402-2248
 annie.foster@wspfk.com

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Erik Kolderup, P.E.
Kolderup Consulting
704 Tennessee Street
San Francisco, CA 94107
(415) 531-5198
erik@kolderupconsulting.com

Tyler Bradshaw, P.E.
Integral Group
427 13th StreetOakland, CA 94612(510) 
663-2070 x232
tbradshaw@integralgroup.com

PAST-PRESIDENT
Gary Harbison
California Hydronics Corporation
2293 Tripaldi Way
Hayward, CA  94545
(415) 271-5261
 gharbison@calhydro.com

Chair Members

board members / contact list / chair members

Board Members
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Advertising rAtes:
· one time rate: $25
· 4-month rate: $90 ($22.50/mo.)
· Yearly rate (9 issues): $150 ($16.67/mo.)

The Fog Dispenser circulation consists of consulting 
engineers, contractors, sales representatives, facilities   
engineers, and academics from all over the Northern  
California Bay Area. Over 900 people receive this  
publication every month!

 If you are interested in advertising in the Fog, 
please contact Isabelle Lavedrine at:

 Isabelle.Lavedrine@arup.com

CHRIS PAPADIMOS 

Principal 

300 Montgomery Street, Suite  908 
San Francisco, California 94104 

Tel: +1(415) 986-9100 x202  
Cell: +1(415)  342-5008 

E-mail: chris@papadimosgroup.com 

A C O U S T I C  &  V I B R A T I O N  C O N S U L T A N T S   
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www.ConservationMechSys.com

Conservation Mechanical Systems, Inc.
Manufac tu re r s  Represen ta t i ves  o f  

Energy  Conserva t ion  P roduc t s

Thomas  S .  Weaver ,  P .E .   P r inc ipa l
P :  510.741.9100  C :  707.529-3501

Tom@Conserva t ionMechSys .com

732 A l f red  Nobe l  Dr .  Hercu les ,  CA 94547
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